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Conference Committee Alert
Item: 
5180 – Department of Social Services
Issue:
Private Adoption Agency Reimbursement Program (PAARP)
Recommendation:  Adopt the Senate Version with proposed Trailer Bill Language to increase the maximum amount of reimbursement available for PAARP funding from $5,000 to $10,000 per successful adoption effective February 1, 2008.
Discussion:  The current PAARP rate has been frozen at 1999 levels for the past seven years, creating a gap between the actual cost of finalizing foster children adoptions and the reimbursement received by adoption agencies.  Of the current 54,000 foster children who waited to be adopted in California last year, only 7,103 were placed with adoptive families.  This discouraging one-in-seven adoption rate prompted the Senate to include an increase in the Private Adoption Agency Reimbursement Rate in their version of the 2007/08 budget. 
The adoption of foster children saves the State millions of dollars in foster care payments and costs associated with Medi-Cal, family courts and social workers.  Studies have consistently concluded that foster children who are adopted have a greater likelihood of graduating from high school, going to college, getting jobs, staying away from drugs, and staying out of jail compared to their peers who were not adopted.  Too often, children who emancipate from foster care without families face tragic outcomes, including homelessness, addiction and incarceration – avoidable problems that impose far greater costs to society in the long run.

PAARP is the only Performance Linked Funding Mechanism in child welfare and has a federal match so the State would incur an additional cost of $2,650 per child with this proposal.  

Conference Committee members are urged to adopt the Senate version and make these funds available to provide additional foster children with a chance for a lifelong relationship with parents and family.  

CONTACT: 
For more information, contact Jennifer Snyder at Capitol Advocacy at 916-549-7817, Kathy Van Osten at Rose & Kindel at 916-441-1034, Hellan Roth Dowden at HR Dowden & Associates at 916-440-8809 or Jacqueline Rutheiser at the California Alliance of Child and Family Services at 916-449-2273 Extension 21 or by e-mail at jrutheiser@cacfs.org.
