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July 2, 2007
The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 94249-0047
Fax: (916) 327-1009
RE: 
Support of SB 313
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The California Alliance of Child and Family Services, representing more than 150 nonprofit agencies that provide an array of services and support to vulnerable children and families, including adoptions of children out of the foster care system, is pleased to SUPPORT SB 313 (Scott), an important piece of legislation that will help California’s most vulnerable youth by making it easier to adopt children who have been abandoned by their birth parents.
This bill seeks to make technical and minor changes to the Family Code to help promote procedural efficiency in the adoption process.  One of the changes is to clarify that if a birth parent has made only token efforts to support or communicate with a child, the court may disregard those token efforts in determining whether the consent of that parent is needed for the child’s adoption.  
It is in the best interests of children who have been abandoned by their parents to assist in providing them with stability and continuity and permanence in their lives.   SB 313 will clarify the provisions in the Family  Code so that inadvertent glitches that could potentially prolong the adoption process are avoided.

For these reasons, we are pleased to SUPPORT SB 313 (Scott).  If I may provide you with additional information about our position on the bill, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 449-2273, ext. 21.
Sincerely,

Jacqueline Rutheiser

Senior Policy Advocate
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