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July 28, 2005

The Honorable Mark Leno

State Capitol, Room 3146

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE:  

Assembly Bill 1261 (Leno)






Position:
SUPPORT

Dear Assembly Member Leno:

The California Alliance of Child and Family Services, representing more than 160 nonprofit agencies that provide an array of services and support to vulnerable children and families, supports your legislation Assembly Bill 1261 (Leno).

WE believe your bill would improve access to special education services and clarifies certain provisions originally added to education code via AB 490 (Steinberg, 2003).  We believe that the functions set forth in the bill, if implemented, will be of great benefit to foster youth and special education pupils throughout California.  

Under current law, the court only has limited ability to assist youth by making educational decisions for them until after the disposition hearing.  For many foster youth, their parents are unable to participate in the education decision making for their child and are unable to act as educational advocates.  One of the key provisions of this bill will give the court the ability in certain circumstances to temporarily limit the educational rights of foster youth’s parents to allow the child's educational planning to go forward.  This will benefit many youth who require strong educational advocacy at a time when their parents are not able to fill that role.  It should be noted, that if and when the child’s parents regain their ability to actively engage in the child’s educational decision-making, their right to do so can and should be reinstated, and this bill would do nothing to impede that.  

We thank you for you leadership on this important issue.  If we may provide you with additional information regarding our position on this measure, please do not hesitate to contact at 

(916) 449-2273, extension 19.

Sincerely,

Nicette Short

Nicette Short

Senior Policy Advocate

Cc:
The Honorable Mark Leno

Members, Assembly Education Committee

4
1
C:\%Cache%\OLK32C0\AB 1261 Website version.doc 


[image: image1.jpg]