Foster Family Agencies

Providing Genuine Value and Fulfilling the Legislature’s Intent

[image: image1.wmf] 


· FFAs have accomplished everything the Legislature intended when it created FFAs by statute in 1985.  

· The Legislature created foster family agencies (FFAs) so that private nonprofit agencies could “recruit, screen, certify, train and provide professional support services to foster parents.” Before FFAs, shortages in county-licensed foster family homes often forced counties to place in group homes children whose needs could have been met in foster family settings. 

· In their first 10 years, FFAs doubled the number of available foster family placements and substantially reduced the number of children inappropriately placed in group homes.  

· FFAs are highly motivated to recruit and retain qualified, competent foster parents and assist counties that often struggle to find new foster families:  If FFAs can’t recruit and certify foster families and provide quality services, they go out of business.
· FFAs have advantages and liabilities that are not shared by public agencies. One advantage is that FFAs are paid an all-inclusive capitated monthly rate that allows them great flexibility in using available funds to meet the needs of children and their families.

· Foster family agencies are a genuine value. FFAs provide a significantly less expensive alternative to lower level group homes. They also compare favorably with foster family homes: if public agencies were to replicate the level of support and services offered by FFAs, the cost would be significantly higher.

· FFAs provide a high level of service for children who often have challenging needs.  State regulations require that FFAs employ at least one social worker for every 15 children and that every FFA social worker have a master’s degree. FFA social workers visit children at least twice monthly and FFAs provide a wide array of individualized services and support to foster children and foster families.

· FFAs work with public agencies to assure permanence for every child by providing quality placement services and support. The length of time children stay in FFA placements varies greatly by county, and the ultimate decision on how long children stay in placement rests with social service departments and juvenile courts. FFAs cannot keep children in foster care one day longer than is stipulated by county caseworkers and juvenile courts.

· Intensive FFA oversight of certified foster homes assures that licensing violations of all types are more likely to be detected and self-reported. 

·  FFAs are a success story that should be applauded. FFAs have created tens of thousands of new foster family resources for counties and have served countless children in family-based settings, while saving taxpayers millions of dollars from inappropriate placement in group care. They are a genuine value. FFAs should be supported and their roles expanded.

Did you know?


FFAs account for the adoptions of over 10% of the children adopted out of the public child welfare system each year. That’s more adoptions than are facilitated by any single California county. 
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